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Welcome
[Andrew:] Good morning.
[Karen M:] Good morning everybody, How are you all?
[Andrew:] Wishing it was sunnier actually but apart from that I'm all right,
[Karen M:] Well at least it's not as foggy as yesterday.
[Andrew:] Yeah. Misty, foggy but yeah I'd rather have some sunshine. How are you
guys? Marcus, Karen?
[Karen J:] We're okay, thank you. We're all right.
[Andrew:] Good to see you.
[Karen M:] So I was wondering, have you all got something that's precious to you
or your favourite Christmas present, because we're going to need that for our
activity in a minute.
[Andrew:] Okay.
[Karen M:] Okay. So, if you haven't, you'll have to run and get one.
[Andrew:] Okay. We'll see.
[Karen M:] Yes, so we'll see you all later. Karen and Marcus, I think you're
going to pray for us later and Andrew you're going to be speaking to us. Thanks
very much. Bye.

Notices, Introduction and Confession
So good morning everybody and welcome to our service from St John's this
morning. So, this morning, we're going to be continuing our sort-of MOT theme,
and some really big words coming up, so big parts of the engine being serviced
this morning, so the themes of grace, mercy and forgiveness. Andrew will be
coming, as I've said, to speak to us later and Karen and Marcus to pray for us.
And, just a few little notices as we begin. For our little activity this
morning, it'd be great if you had something that you could wrap up, something
that actually means something to you, maybe your favourite Christmas present or
something that's precious to you and something to wrap it up with, that'd be
really good. Later today we have another service which you can find on the same
channel, so that's at 6pm, that's our evening service for those who want to drop
into that or catch up with it later.
So just a short notice now about church opening. It is very sad, isn't it, that
we aren't able to meet and worship together as we normally would. But we have
decided to continue keeping the church closed for the next few weeks. You will
be aware of the increasing cases of COVID, and of course this new virulent
strain. So we've decided that we will continue to stream our services as we have
been doing the next few weeks and just see how things go. We have this hope of a
vaccine, so hopefully, we'll be back soon. But not just yet.
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little activity; and then we'll have worship songs; and we've got a little
interview clip from Heather; and then Andrew is going to come and talk to us
after my little reading for you. So that's where we're going this morning.
So for those of you that have got a little gift or something that you want to
wrap up, something that's precious to you, I've got this, which is a little
glass cross that my children gave to me many years ago, and it's quite special
to me so I'm going to be wrapping that up. It's really great, isn't it, to
receive gifts, and it's even better when you're not expecting them, or they turn
out to be something really precious and that you love very much. So if you've
got your wrapping paper and bits of wrapping stuff then perhaps you would like
to wrap your present up, and I'll do mine, hopefully, while we're going along. I
want you to think, as you're wrapping your present up, or just imagine that when
you've wrapped it up, you're going to take it outside and walk along the street
and give this gift to the first person you meet, so this gift which is something
really precious to you, you're going to give to somebody you do not know at all.
How would that make you feel? So as you're wrapping your present up, I'm just
going to read some words to you from the Bible, that might help you think about
how you might feel on giving this gift.

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. 1
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 2
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might
possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 3
Father God, we are sorry for the things that we have thought, the things
that we have said, and the things that we have done, that have grieved Your
heart. Thank You, that with immense mercy, and with incredible love, You
embrace us, and take our sin-dead lives and make us alive in Christ.
Amen.
So I hope you've all wrapped your present now. Mine's not quite wrapped yet,
because I've been busy talking to you at the same time, but I'm going to stop in
a minute and add a little bow. So how did that make you feel, to think that you
would give something really precious to somebody you don't know?

So we're going to have some worship songs now.

1
2
3

Isaiah 9:6
1 John 4:10
Romans 5:6-8
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1st Song: This I Believe
1. Our Father everlasting
The all-creating one
God Almighty
Through Your Holy Spirit
Conceiving Christ the Son
Jesus our Saviour
Chorus:
I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in One
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe In the Name of Jesus
2. Our Judge and our Defender
Suffered and crucified
Forgiveness is in You
Descended into darkness
You rose in glorious life
Forever seated high

Bridge:
I believe in You
I believe You rose again
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord
Repeat bridge
Repeat chorus
Chorus 2:
I believe in life eternal
I believe in the virgin birth
I believe in the saints’ communion
And in Your holy Church
I believe in the resurrection
When Jesus comes again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus
For I believe in the Name of Jesus

Chorus

2nd Song: You Alone Can Rescue
1. Who, oh Lord, could save themselves
Their own soul could heal?
Our shame was deeper than the sea
Your grace is deeper still
Repeat verse 1
Chorus:
You alone can rescue, You alone can save
You alone can lift us from the grave
You came down to find us, led us out of death
To You alone belongs the highest praise

2. You, oh Lord, have made a way
The great divide You heal
For when our hearts were far away
Your love went further still
Yes, your love goes further still
Chorus
Bridge:
We lift up our eyes, lift up our eyes
You’re the Giver of Life
Repeat bridge three times
Chorus

Interview with Heather: God at Work
[Andrew:] So hi Heather. Good to see you.
[Heather:] Hi!
[Andrew:] I just wanted to ask you a handful of questions, just to see if we can
get a picture of how life is for you at the minute, particularly in the context
of your work. So, Heather, where will you be say tomorrow, maybe around 7:15am?
[Heather:] Yeah, I will be working in a local school, before and after school
club assistant. So at 7:15, possibly tomorrow morning, I will be giving kids
their breakfast, probably doing a little bit of craft, or reading a book, or
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back in the afternoon, from three till six, and do pretty much the same stuff
again. So generally, being a big kid, having lots of fun. It really is really
good fun. So that's what I'll be doing
[Andrew:] Excellent, that's really good. It sounds like you you're enjoying it.
In what sense, in your work context, do you think God's presence is there and
God's leading is happening in your work context?
[Heather:] If I just go back a little bit, what I tend to do is, I walk to work
for one of my shifts and I pray on the way to work, and I see it a little bit as
kind-of clothing myself, so that I'm ready for work. So, I pray about the day
and ask God to fill me with His Holy Spirit, and I prepare myself. And it's a
funny sort of way of doing it, but I ask God to open my ears, open my eyes, and
kind of prepare my heart and watch what I see with my mouth. So I go into the
day with that kind of attitude. And that's how I start my day really.
[Andrew:] Okay. And when you get there, what kinds of things have you found that
seem to be something to do with faith and God – what's going on?
[Heather:] I do quite a lot of listening to people. And, you know, sometimes
people, especially kids as well, will say things that may be a bit personal. And
obviously, we've got restricted to what we can say, how far we can take that,
but sometimes when people share things with me, I'll sometimes say to them, you
know, "do you mind if I pray about that?" or I don't say anything but I go home,
and I pray for that person that's maybe having that struggle or maybe got a
difficulty in thinking about how they go about things so I tend to pray for
people really without them sometimes knowing. Or often I'll sometimes say, "Do
you want me to pray about that?" It was quite interesting, recently I shared
with the head of the school about how I actually ended up working there, and how
I got offered the job. About three weeks before I interviewed for this job, I
think that I told the head that I got offered a job before the other interview,
I felt God say to me, "Just wait." And that's what I did. And so that's one way
I guess I've been able to kind-of share my story with the head of the school.
[Andrew:] Fantastic. That's really good. It's good that you've got that kind of
dialogue and space to, to just be yourself and share things. So in light of how
things are now, what would you say your hopes for yourself and God's activity
over perhaps the next few months, you know, in a working context?
[Heather:] I think firstly, that at the moment it's quite tempting to be really,
really anxious and worried about, certainly going into workplace, and certainly
with everything that's going on nationally, it is very tempting to be anxious,
but the Bible tells us not to be anxious about anything, but in everything you
give your request to God. So that's kind of what I'm doing on a personal level,
and I don't obviously know kind of what's happening or what may come in a couple
of days’ time or so, but whatever is expected of me, I have to keep my eyes on
God, I have to keep your feet firmly on His Word, and that's what I'm planning
to do on a personal level. And I think, really, as far as God activities goes, I
will just continue doing what I've always done, which is listening to people,
you know, being open towards people and also just, you know, if God wants me to
encourage somebody in a way that can help somebody's life, it's very much just
really listening, and being kind, and just being open to being, you know, being
someone that's that's willing to kind-of do what God wants me to do really. I'm
not quite getting the point over. But it's a bit like a river flowing, you think
well, okay, if it goes this way I’ll follow, or if it goes that way I'll follow.
I mean I had a situation recently where my work colleague was telling me that
she really liked stars in the universe and she's really interested in the solar
system and I actually happened to have a DVD of a guy that that basically shares
his passion for the universe and I've given that to her, and I did say to her,
"It has got quite a message about the Gospel, you know, are you okay with that?"
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convinced that I was able to do that, so, yeah it's just taking each day and
looking out looking out for opportunities, really.
[Andrew:] Well, thank you for sharing. That's really, really helpful. Thank you
very much.
[Heather:] It’s all right, no worries. Thank you, Andrew.
[Karen:]
Thank you, Heather for sharing your little story about your work. So shall we
just pray for Heather.
Father, thank You that Heather is in this
have given her, and I pray that You would
that she does, so that You keep her safe,
You keep her lips speaking well, and that
name, Amen.

job that she believes that You
continue to go ahead of her in all
that You keep her eyes open, that
You protect her heart, in Jesus'

Reading: Barabbas’ perspective of Jesus before Pilate and on the Cross
So now we're going to have a reading, and this is really a retelling of a story4
that we find in Matthew 27:15 So Jesus is before Pilate, and it's about that and
the events that follow on.

I watch from the shadows. I watch that man die, nailed to a cross, my cross. I am guilty.
I am all that I was accused of: rebel, murderer, thief. I am not sorry, but I was caught,
put in chains, condemned to die. From my cell I heard the crowd shouting, “Barabbas,
Barabbas, we want Barabbas.”
I am hard, but fear coursed through every sinew of my body. I'm dragged out into the
hard light of day in front of Pilate. He is there. Bound, silent. There is an amazing peace
hanging over him. The crowd shout even louder, but they are shouting for my freedom.
I know that that man is innocent. I've heard the stories of people being healed, even a
man raised from the dead. How fickle humanity is!
Pilate washes his hands. He is fearful now, and orders me set free. A soldier unlocks my
shackles. My chains fall off and I run.
I look at that man on the cross. He is dying in my place. What kind of man would not
defend himself to let another go free? King of the Jews they called him. Son of God he
said he was. Then it seems he looks straight at me. His eyes are full of love. It is too
much to bear. That is my cross. That is my punishment. That man is crucified for me.
Amen.

Talk
Father God, and as Andrew comes to speak to us this morning, would You fill
him with your Spirit, and would You bless his words to us. In Jesus name,
amen.
[Andrew:]
Amen. Thank you, Karen. Thank you for that reading: very, very moving. Morning
all again. It's good to see you. We're going to be looking over these next few
weeks at the subject of God's grace. Today we're going to be looking at
undeserved grace. So that's where we're going to begin this very short series.
4

By Karen herself
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just wanted to read these words to set
the scene. And the scene needs to be set
with real clarity. Grace means not getting
what you deserve. Grace means mercy, not
justice. Grace means someone
else paying your dues. Just have a think
about that for a minute. These are kind of
phrases that might be familiar to you, but I
just wanted to say, in reality we can't
appreciate grace until we know that we need
it.
So I just wanted to talk to you about one of the characteristics of our day. I
can remember all the way back to theological college. One of my friends, he was
a bit of a bit of a lad, he used to be kind of muck about and he was one of the
first people who used to play around with graphics and computers and he made
this brilliant, brilliant advert that used to flash up on screens every now and
again and it was sent around to the other training ordinands and it would be a
picture of himself. He had fairly long hair, and he would be swishing his hair,
and he had a kind of a scruffy beard as well. But underneath it said, "because
you're worth it," which always got a bit of a laugh. It's a take on the classic
advert, "because you're worth it." And this particular chap was very selfdeprecating: in the end, he knew his status before God as a normal human being.
But he was mocking the way in which the advert and the spirit of our age is
insistent on our own worth, ascribing worth to ourselves, self-made, competent
people, and that creeps into some religious perspectives as well, where we
repeatedly will say, "You know, God loves us and He loves us just as we are. God
loves us just as we are." Can I just say that in the light of the New Testament,
God does not love us just as we are. It doesn't say that. God mourns over the
human race, because of what the human race can be like, deep down. Way before I
saw it on the news, I was putting these notes down for today's talk, but all of
us will have seen in recent days on the news what was happening over in America
at the Capitol building, with the present President of the United States
whipping up a crowd to behave irresponsibly and dangerously to the point of loss
of life. We've been horrified. It's almost like unreal. It's almost like you're
watching a movie. And, you know, you look at someone like Donald Trump and it's
very easy with someone like him to go 'deluded'. Some doctors have even used the
word 'psychopath'. But there's something seriously wrong. And not only that,
there's something wrong with a number of people who have been persuaded and have
acted terribly in the light of things he said, and so we can go, "there's
something wrong with them, with him." But of course the story of Barabbas
changes the perspective: it's very easy to point the finger, but the story of
Barabbas which happens in all of the Gospel accounts, all four gospels talk
about Barabbas, giving us a window into how we really are.
So, how do we really see grace? When we hear the word grace, do we think that's
because God is nice? I really want to emphasise, you won't understand grace
until you see your need of it. Until you're aware that something is broken, you
won't seek a fix. In John 16 verse 8, Jesus was promising His disciples that the
Holy Spirit would come in His place to bring conviction of sin. And it seems to
be in replacing Jesus that the Holy Spirit would do that. You find examples
throughout the gospels that wherever Jesus is present with people, people are
then acutely aware of something that is wrong with them. You'll know that first
encounter with Simon Peter, where Peter falls at his knees and says, "Depart
from me, Lord, I'm a sinful man."5 Just being with Jesus makes you aware that
something's wrong, but likewise the Holy Spirit plays that rôle. And my hope
during this talk is that as we talk about grace, we don't just nod and smile at
it, but that the Holy Spirit does a work in us, so that we can truly understand
it.
5

Luke 5:8
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Let me get personal. I can still remember, I have vivid memories of what I was
like, before I became a Christian. I became a Christian at the age of 19, and I
remember leading up to that tumultuous and big change for me, a big, big time of
change. I was not a happy bunny. I was at the time a student, having a gap year,
and I was remembering myself to be strangely empty – it's a very vivid memory. I
remember trying to drown my emptiness in beer. I was trying very hard to be
happy, but in reality I think I was hiding myself, hiding myself even from
myself. I didn't talk to anybody about what was really going on inside, and it
was almost like being a bit of a zombie, not quite alive. I was probably a bit
depressed. And I can remember particularly feeling trapped by a sense of
futility. I didn't quite know where my life should go. I'd lost hope in what I
planned for. And I can remember getting caught up in things that I knew were
just damaging to me but I just found no other mode, I just continued to get
stuck in this pattern of self-damage, naturally selfish. And then I met Jesus
Christ. As a 19-year-old, I unexpectedly met Jesus Christ. And it was dramatic
for me, I suddenly could see. I was suddenly free, it was a complete change.
When I read in Ephesians two verses 1, 2 and 3, it says these words:

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is
now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we
were by nature deserving of wrath.
We don't usually describe ourselves in such acute ways, but that was one of my
memories of feeling so, so lost.
Let's have my next slide, looking at
this person called Barabbas. I wonder
if you're aware of what his name means:
Barabbas literally means, Son of the
Father: Bar-Abbas, Son of the Father.
The different accounts in the gospels
describe him as someone who took part
in an uprising. So, an insurrectionist,
not dissimilar to those people storming
into the Capitol. He was known as a
murderer, it says in one of the
accounts, so a revolutionary. It even uses a word to say a bandit, a
revolutionary bandit and a killer. This is a description of this criminal. And
as Karen so poignantly described to us, when Barabbas was led out into this
scene where Pilate had a crowd in front of him, he is unexpectedly in the
presence of Grace. Now, it is beautiful and poetic to think about what his
response would be. It doesn't really give us complete clarity as to what his
response is. But I can't imagine he was not aware of Jesus being there. I wonder
if he or Pilate, or the crowd, knew that Grace was present. Living Grace was
present.
So, Barabbas again. Barabbas was locked up. And he was likely to be under the
sentence of death, because he was a murderer, because he was an insurrectionist
against Rome, it would have been perfectly normal for Romans to dispatch such
people for their own criminal actions but also as a sign to the rest of society
to beware. So he would have been bound because of his sin and he was likely to
be executed because of his sin. Barabbas startlingly represents all of us. I
don't know how you feel when I say that. "Barabbas represents you." There is a
terrible, harrowing line in one of the accounts when the crowd is shouting, "Set
Barabbas free." And Pilate says, "Well, what shall we do with this man?",
meaning Jesus, and they say, "His blood to be on us and on our children."6 What
a thing to say! "His blood be on us and on our children." Ironically, that is
6

Matthew 27:25
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At that moment, with Barabbas standing to one side in chains, and Jesus standing
to one side on chains, Grace was quietly standing there, so that the condemned
man could go free. This is an astonishing, literal description of how grace
works. But let me just look at Jesus
Himself: let me have my next slide. I
wanted to set before you how free Jesus
was to do this or not. This is something
that we know for definite from other
aspects of the Gospel accounts about
Jesus' ability to control His life and His
destiny. He had already said just before
His arrest, that He could if He wished,
click His fingers and call on legions of
angels to defend Him. That's Matthew
26:53. But He didn't! He could have had,
going on the numbers we know for legions,
36,000 angels, if He wanted, to defend Himself, 36,000, but He didn't. It says
in Matthew 22, He could have spoken words which would have silenced His enemies,
it says in Matthew 22 verse 46. No one could say a word in reply and from that
day no one dared ask Him any more questions. Jesus could speak things that would
silence others. He could have walked away through the crowd without harm if He
wanted, He had done that on other occasions. Luke 4 says that, Luke 4:30, where
they were trying to grab hold of Him and throw Him off a cliff, but because it
wasn't His time and because He didn't choose to, He simply walked through the
crowd. So this amazing Man, this Son of Man, this Son of God, had extraordinary
power, and yet here, arrested before Pilate, standing beside Barabbas, He
remains silent, undefended. He doesn't move. He stays there. This is absolutely
incredible.
You see, Jesus stands silent, because grace doesn't shout. Grace simply stands
beside us, and waits. The nature of Grace is that it doesn't push, it simply
stands where we are. So think of this and think of the poetry of this: Barabbas,
whose name is 'son of the father', but gone bad, is beside Jesus, Son of the
Father. They both have the same description. In some Gospel accounts, it even
does say that Barabbas actually might have had a first name that was Jesus,
would you believe? Would you believe it? Jesus, son of the father, Jesus
Barabbas or Jesus, Son of the Father, the one who brings Grace, the one who
brings mercy. This is such an extraordinary portrait of how the Gospel works. It
just stands beside us, and waits.
Some of you will remember famously the historical figure of John Newton. John
Newton in 1730-something was a man who was oblivious of God, and oblivious of
who he was, he was a slave trader. He was wicked in God's eyes, for sure. Even
the people who travelled with him on boats regarded him as being a bad man. He
was impious, even described by his own sailor friends. And then of course, those
of you who know the story know that he cried out to God one particular occasion
when the boat was likely to get submerged and sunk, and he cries out for mercy.
He surprised himself crying out for mercy, and to his astonishment, the boat
survived and he survived. And he started to think about the possibility of God
being there. It took several years, but gradually
his eyes were opened to his own wickedness as a
slave trader, and his eyes were opened to his own
wickedness, as just a human being. And he wrote the
famous hymn, Amazing Grace. John Newton discovered
gradually the presence of grace in his life.
We'll have our next slide. You see, this is what
God is like. This is truly what God is like, this
is the clearest portrait we have of God. God says
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ultimately, in your place. This is the One who you pray to." This is the picture
God wants us to have in our heads when we think about what God is like. Grace
means not getting what you deserve. Grace means mercy, not justice. Grace means
someone else paying your dues.
Let's have our next slide. This is
something that Karen read to us and I want
you to read it with Barabbas' name in
there. All right? Imagine Barabbas' name
in there. I'll read it once and then I'm
going to read it again. And maybe you
would dare to put your own name in there
instead. "You see at just the right time,
when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly {like Barabbas}. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous
person, though for a good person,
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in
this: while we were still sinners {like Barabbas}, Christ died for us." Just
pause for a moment and read it to yourself again and say, "like me." "Like me."
God demonstrates His own love for you in this: while you were still a sinner,
Christ died for you.
I just wanted to conclude this talk by saying this: grace is the deep
characteristic of God. It's the deep characteristic of God because it holds two
aspects of Himself together:
• it holds His holiness together, because sin needs to be dealt with,
• but it holds His love up to the holiness, because He wants to overcome the
barrier of sin anyway.
God finds a way that was impossible before, and at great cost to Himself, He
reaches out to utterly lost people. The even greater news, which we'll hear
about over these next coming weeks, is that His Grace goes way beyond covering
our offence. We don't just get forgiven, we get adopted, we get fully reinstated
as His people, and we become sons and daughters of the Father. Remember
Barabbas' name, 'son of the father'. When Jesus looked at Barabbas, I can only
imagine it happened, but I'm presuming that there's something there. When Jesus
looked at Barabbas, He saw him and thought, 'a potential son of the Father'. And
for those of us who say 'yes' to Jesus, that becomes true in the fullest sense
of the word, and we don't deserve it.

Prayerful Response
So I just want to finish with a moment of reflection, so can you close your
eyes. Close your eyes and I want you to picture yourself in that situation where
Barabbas was, in chains before a jeering crowd. And I want you in the quiet to
picture yourself as Barabbas.
Just imagine shuffling out and hearing the crowd. Holy Spirit, help us to be
real about this now. I want you, as you imagine this, to be aware of Jesus with
you while you're standing there.
Let the Holy Spirit show you God's Grace in the face of Jesus Christ, right
beside you now. Come, Holy Spirit, reveal to us
Jesus again.
And I do pray Lord, that we would see the
chains come off. Come, Holy Spirit, and show us
that You have set us free.
So I'll have our final slide again. Remember
these words, and can I encourage you to dwell
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justice. Grace means someone else paying your dues.

Intercessions
I'm going to hand over now to Karen and Marcus, who are going to lead us in
prayer.
[Karen J:] Hi. As we pray today. we're going to use the Psalms, as we find them
really helpful in expressing ourselves to God at the moment, so I'll hand over
to Marcus.
[Marcus:] Psalm 51 verses 1 to 2 say,

1
2

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

Heavenly Father, we just confess and we we say sorry for those times when we've
fallen short, and we've not followed Your ways, and we've not followed Your
commands. Lord God, we're sorry for the times when we have not shown mercy, and
we've not shown grace to others, and for those times when we've acted selfishly.
Once again, Lord, we just rely on Your unfailing love and on Your compassion. We
do thank You so much that through Christ, we have the promise,

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. 7
[Karen J:] As we carry on praying, just thinking more widely now, Lord, we're
going to have to be honest with You, because lately it's just not been the best
of times for us, for many, for our country, for our world, it's been tough,
Lord. And we want to thank You that You hear our lament, our moans and groans,
our distress, our worries, our anxieties, You hear our sin. And Lord, we thank
You that whatever has happened and wherever we are, and whoever we are, that You
turn Your ears and Your heart to our cries. And most importantly we give You
thanks, Lord, and we pray from Psalm 628, Because You alone are our rock and our
salvation, our fortress, where we will not be shaken. You are our refuge, our
rock, where no enemy can reach us. We thank You that we can trust in You at all
times, despite all that is going on. We pour out our hearts to You, for You are
our refuge.
[Marcus:] Lord God, we do just continue now to pray for the situation around the
COVID and the pandemic. We do give You thanks and praise for the vaccine that is
being rolled out throughout the country. And we continue to pray that that would
be really effective. And we also pray that this vaccine would be would be fairly
distributed, especially overseas, where we hear that sometimes vaccines are
very, very difficult to come by. Lord God, we continue to pray for the NHS, as
we know it's under strain around the country, but particularly around London. We
continue to pray that the infection rates would somehow be curbed in critical
places, and that we would see the infection start to drop.
We remember too, Lord, all the key workers that are at the front line fighting
this infection, such as in hospitals, in care homes. And also, we just pray for
all workers at this current difficult time. We pray for teachers. We pray for
our children and our young people in this difficult situation. We pray for
strength, protection and we also pray for wisdom about how to deal with this
difficult situation. We particularly remember the sick, right now. And also, we
think of those that are mourning the loss of a loved one. Lord, we just bring
them to You now. We pray that they somehow would know Your comfort at this dark
time, and that they would also know Your presence. Many of us right now, I
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- 11 think, are feeling quite isolated and have all different feelings, so we just
pray, God, that in all these needs, that You would be there, present in every
situation. We pray particularly now, we'll just have a few moments to pray for
those people that we may know personally that we want to pray for, that are laid
on our hearts. Let's just have a few moments of quiet, please.
[pause]
[Karen J:] Okay, we, we now look outwards, just finally, to the needs of the
world. And we do bring before You the political unrest in the USA. O Lord, You
are no stranger to division, to disunity, and to the sin of man. No matter how
much power we think we have, You are all-powerful, You're all-knowing, and You
know the state of our hearts, and the state of all men. Lord, You are the chief
designer of peace, You're the Prince of Peace. And we simply ask, it's a simple
request with a complicated answer, but Lord, we ask for peace in America, we ask
for healing, we ask for justice. And we pray and ask that You would raise up
leaders and people of wisdom, people of love and strength, that You would build
Your Church in America, and build the people that would bring peace and strength
to America, and we pray for unity and stabilisation in the States.
Father, we thank You that You hear our prayers, You hear our cries, Your ears
are attuned to us, as always, and we thank You and we praise You that You are
totally trustworthy in this. Amen.

Blessing
[Karen M:] Thank you, Karen and Marcus. So we're coming to the end of our
morning. So forgive: a precious gift that God gives us, undeserved. So imagine
that you're that person in the street, and you receive an undeserved precious
gift.
We're just going to end with a blessing and we'll have a final song after that.
May
His
and
out

our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loves us, and by
grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts
strengthen you in every good deed and word. So God bless you as you go
into your week. Amen.

3rd Song: Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
1. Amazing grace, How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now I’m found,
Was blind, but now I see.

3. The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Chorus

Chorus:
My chains are gone
I’ve been set free
My God, my Saviour has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love, amazing grace

4. The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The Sun forbear to shine
But God, Who called me here below
Will be forever mine.
Chorus
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