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Introduction
[Emma:] Good evening everyone, and welcome to St John's Kenilworth for our
evening worship. I'm Emma, and this is Rob.
[Rob:] Good evening
[Emma:] And Gill will be reading for us later on.
[Gill:] Lovely to see you.
[Emma:] Hi Gill.

1st Hymn: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
1. O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

4. He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.

2. My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the Earth abroad
The honours of Thy Name.

5. He speaks and listening to His voice,
New life the dead receive,
The mournful broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.

3. Jesus! the Name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
'Tis music in the sinners ears,
'Tis life and health and peace.

6. Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your Saviour come,
And leap, ye lame, for joy.

7. Look unto Him, ye nations, own
Your God, ye fallen race;
Look, and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.

Preparation
[Emma:]
So let's just prepare ourselves for our worship this evening.
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The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you
All
and also with you.
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
All
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.
We have come together in the name of Christ
to offer our praise and thanksgiving,
to hear and receive God’s holy word,
to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.
Confession
Now let's just take a moment as we reflect back over the week, and the things
that have got in the way, and have caused us to say things that we shouldn't
have said, or done things which we regret having done, or maybe things that we
wish we had done that we haven't got round to; anything which separates us from
the Lord, we now bring before Him, and confess them.

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ So let us turn away from
our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
All

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

Absolution
And so as we bring those things before the Lord, we can know that we are
forgiven, and that we are accepted by Him. So,

All

May the God of love and power
forgive us and free us from our sins,
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Prayer of thanksgiving
Blessed are you, sovereign God,
our light and our salvation;
to you be glory and praise for ever.
You led your people to freedom
by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
May we who walk in the light of your presence
acclaim your Christ, rising victorious,
as he banishes all darkness from our hearts and minds.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
All
Blessed be God for ever.
Opening prayer
The day is almost over, and the evening has come;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

All

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
so may your Spirit come down upon us
to set us free to sing your praise
for ever and ever.
Amen.

1st Reading: Acts 19:1-7
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus.
There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?”
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one
coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptised in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

2nd Reading: Mark 1:4-11
4 And so John came, baptising in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And
this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I
am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit.”
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and was baptised by John in the Jordan. 10 As
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on
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him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am
well pleased.”
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

2nd Hymn: Who is He in Yonder Stall?
1. Who is He in yonder stall
At whose feet the shepherds fall?

3. Lo, at midnight who is He
Prays in dark Gethsemane?

Refrain:
'Tis the Lord! O wondrous story!
'Tis the Lord, the King of glory!
At his feet, we humbly fall;
Crown Him, crown Him Lord of all!

Refrain

2. Who is He to whom they bring
All the sick and sorrowing?
Refrain

4. Who is He on yonder tree
Dies in grief and agony?
Refrain
5. Who is He that from the grave
Comes to rescue, help and save?
Refrain

Talk
[Emma:] And now as Rob comes to share with us, I'll just say a prayer.
Heavenly Father, I pray that as Rob comes to speak to us this evening, that
You will use his words, that You will speak through him, that Your words
will find root in our hearts and in our lives. So just bless him and use him
for Your glory now, in Jesus' name we pray, amen.
[Rob:] Amen.
If I could pray as well.
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable
always in Your sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer.
[Emma:] Amen.
[Rob:]
Well, Christmas is a long way behind is now or is it not? I don't know, because
I have to say that I have just only this afternoon packed away our Christmas
crib. And the reason for that is because during Christmas season, we only permit
for the angel and the shepherds to visit the baby Jesus. And then on Epiphany,
on the 6th of January, the shepherds departed the night before, and along come
the Three Kings. And so for the last few days we've had the crib scene complete
with the Three Kings. And we are now of course in the Epiphany season. Last
Tuesday was actually Epiphany and today is technically Epiphany 1.
I've been doing some little bit of research last night, because I had an inkling
that, way back in my days at theological college, I was told that Epiphany in
the East was very much about the Incarnation of Jesus. And in the West, it was
about the presentation of Jesus to the Gentiles. Epiphany literally means
‘manifestation’, making known. Well, if I try and unravel that a bit, I mean,
when I talk about East and West, it's basically the Roman Catholic Church and
the Eastern Orthodox Churches have two defined and slightly different
traditions. It all emanates from the fact that there were originally five
centres, main centres of Christianity during the early centuries of the church.
And although the Roman Church became prominent, the Eastern Churches had their
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Orthodox and Roman Catholicism (out of which we come) actually work. The first
Christian festival that really came on the stage, of course, was Easter, the
celebration of the Resurrection. The very fact that the Christian week begins
with a Sunday, and that every Sunday is a celebration of Resurrection, bears
token to that. And then other similar festivals are added in. Obviously the idea
of the Cross before Easter, and Pentecost after Easter, they get in fairly
quickly. You might be surprised to know that Christmas comes along relatively
late, somewhere around about the fourth century. And both East and West, before
Christmas was established as an event, actually kept their festivals of
Incarnation on Epiphany, on the 6th of January. It's just the Roman Church
developed the 25th of December, whereas the Eastern Church actually stuck with
the 6th of January, although they do celebrate the birth of Jesus on the 25th.
This is how I understand it anyway. But whereas we celebrate the coming of the
Wise Men on Epiphany, the Eastern Church celebrates the Baptism of Jesus.
I'm quite glad, really, that we had, as our Gospel reading, the gospel of Mark,
because of course the significance about Mark – it's the first gospel, it's the
gospel that is heavily influential of what Matthew and Luke say, but it has no
birth stories. And this takes us back to the way in which the Eastern Church
celebrated the Incarnation, and I say that in a sense, to divide it from the
Christmas stories: the Incarnation is celebrated in the East, not so much by
remembering the birth of Jesus and His coming into the world in that way, but
His arrival on the public scene.
And in Mark's gospel, the first thing we know about Jesus, is that John comes to
prepare His way, and proclaims, as we heard in the Gospel, that we aren't worthy
to untie His sandals, and that though John baptises in water, Jesus would
baptise in the Holy Spirit. And the whole of the Epiphany season is actually
about revealing and manifesting and making clear who this person is, this Jesus.
You see, I think it's highly important, much as we know that Jesus has divine
origins and that technically, theologically, He is both human and divine, but
for the purpose of our thinking tonight, really the people of the first century
Palestine, the people who knew Jesus man and boy would have just treated Him as
a human being, just as an ordinary man, just like me. And no real difference
really on that score. And so getting to know the reality of who this Man is, is
what is actually done during the Epiphany season. It's getting to know the
character of Jesus and all sorts of ways that He is unique and comes to our aid
and salvation.
But, as I say, the Incarnation is therefore marked in a very different way
because, you see, in the Eastern Church, just exactly as Mark does, we start
with that public appearance and the baptism in the River Jordan. We might ask
the question, “Well, it's all well and good, we know the story. But why was it
necessary for Jesus to be baptised anyway?” I think that one of the things of
wisdom that is revealed in this, in a godly way, is that there is never any
intention to disrupt what everybody can see in front of themselves. Because
Jesus appeared as a human being, He actually has to be treated as such. I mean
that we know the doctrinal thing that Jesus left behind the glory of Heaven in
order to be appear as just a simple man. That is what Paul teaches in
Philippians. In fact, he describes in Philippians that Jesus Christ does not
seize equality with God1 but empties Himself of the glory of Heaven, in order
that He will be just a man. And I think this is so crucial, that we grasp hold
that, in essence, Jesus comes exactly like one of us. I mean yes, there are
fanciful stories in later centuries of Jesus behaving as though He always has
semi-magical properties and can make clay sparrows and breathes on them and
makes them fly, but, you see, if they were true, it would detract from what
Jesus came to be, because He needed to be exactly like one of us. And in a
sense, this desire not to kind-of impose a sort of super-human, a kind of Godlikeness in His nature, before He received of God's Spirit in His baptism, is
1

Philippians 2:6
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show Himself willing to submit Himself to the things that every other human
being at the time felt a need to. As John proclaimed a baptism of repentance, so
Jesus comes like one of us, not trying to stand out, or say He's better than us,
but just simply accepts that this is what His Father's will is, that He should
be exactly like us, and receive this baptism of repentance.
But you see, in that obedience, something marvellous happens. As Jesus goes down
into the water He submits, John protests, he says, "Well, I should be baptised
by you." But Jesus says, "No, this is what the Father wants. Let it be so for
now." And in that process, as Jesus comes out of the water, having submitted
like one of us to the baptism of repentance (of course He did not need to
repent) something wonderful happens. As Jesus looks up, Heaven is rent open, the
Holy Spirit comes down and rests on Him, as though a dove alights on Him. And
Jesus receives the Holy Spirit. And then the voice from Heaven comes, "This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." The Father is simply affirming that
Jesus has done the right thing by not making a ruckus and saying, "I don't need
to be baptised by John!" But by being baptised by John, it opens up the way for
a new baptism to be set forth, a baptism that's no longer just about repenting
of sins. Of course that's foundational, that is something that undergirds
Christian baptism. But the new baptism is not only that, it is also about the
filling in of the Holy Spirit, about the giving of life, eternal life through
the indwelling of God Himself into our hearts and lives. That is what we are
called to do when we ourselves are baptised.
We obscure it a bit in Church because we baptise children, maybe it's not quite
the same with St. John's, but we baptise children, and then 10, 12, 15 years
later, we expect them to come to Confirmation, which is again about being filled
with the Holy Spirit. But the crucial thing is there: is that we follow the
pattern of Jesus in the sense that we come in baptism to repent, to acknowledge
our sin before God, and to receive of His life and light, and to receive of the
Holy Spirit, so that God is not out there but in here, in our hearts, in our
lives. He makes a new pattern for us to follow. And the pattern of Jesus'
baptism is the pattern that we should pick up and understand, that is about how
we receive that baptism into our hearts and lives and become active and
participating Christians.
And indeed, right from the moment that Jesus is baptised and then calls His
disciples (which is another aspect of Epiphany) we move in to the idea that
Jesus and His disciples baptise also. We move into the idea that the early
Church calls people into baptism. On the day of Pentecost, when 3,000 people
responded to Peter’s sermon, the crowd asked2, "What shall we do?" Peter said,
"Repent and be baptised, and you will be forgiven, and you shall receive the
Holy Spirit." The pattern continues: the life of Jesus is brought into the new
believers by us repenting, being forgiven, and receiving the life of God into
us, the Holy Spirit is very present within us. That happened to 3,000 people on
the day of Pentecost, and it carries on through the Acts of the Apostles, as
people are baptised in various ways and at various times. In fact, one way of
understanding the Acts of the Apostles, another phrase which we could use to
describe it, is ‘the Holy Spirit in action’, because God in the Holy Spirit
dwelling in the believers moves forward and engages with the mission of the
Church.
And then we have this interesting story from Acts of the Apostles, where Paul is
moved from Corinth. He's left behind Apollos there to continue the work in
Corinth, and he comes by the back way, apparently, to Ephesus. There he
encounters 12 men, no idea who they are, what their ages were, or anything else.
We do know they're believers. Well, almost. It appears there is a problem. And
Paul says to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you were baptised?”
“Holy Spirit, whatever are you on about? The Holy Spirit? What is the Holy
2

Acts 2:37-38
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baptism were you baptised in?” And they say, “The baptism of John.” Well, here
we are, you see. John's baptism, as we know, was a baptism of repentance. How
can they possibly get to know and understand and receive the Holy Spirit, unless
they're baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is exactly what
Paul then proceeds to do, and all is well, are re-baptised, in the name of the
Lord Jesus, they receive the Holy Spirit. If I remember rightly, they also speak
in tongues.
Do you see how the pattern works? That we see Jesus becoming a man who is filled
with the Holy Spirit in His baptism, changing John's baptism into the baptism
that we then receive, so that we human beings can receive the Holy Spirit. You
could say there's a process of new creation going on here. And again, this is
important for us to grasp, why Jesus has to accept His limitations, simply as a
man, as I said at the beginning. Because you see, Jesus sets this new pattern,
this new blueprint, for what humanity actually is. He is come from Heaven, but
leaving aside the glory of Heaven, and then is filled with Heaven again, in
order that He might be a human being filled with the Spirit, in the same pattern
that we are. And that pattern is what we take on board.
I've used in the past the Saints Alive course, which I found very helpful to
develop, particularly in the church plant that I led before my last parish. And
then again, in Hallow, Grimley and Holt. And this pattern of us human beings
following the style of Jesus and receiving the Holy Spirit into our lives, to
therefore be like Jesus is really quite important. And it is a very central
theme of the Saints Alive course. And the way it was explained to me
subsequently, when I was in South Africa, is there is a new creation that is
made. In other words, Jesus becomes the first fruits, the firstborn of this new
creation, a man with God in His life. And that's what we become as we respond to
the call of Jesus, to know Him, to love Him and to follow Him, to repent, be
baptised, and we're filled with the Holy Spirit, human beings with God inside
us. There is a new creation that is begun, and in which we are therefore part.
I don't know whether you've ever heard of a guy called Myles Munroe – I think he
was from the Bahamas. I first encountered him at a Spring Harvest time, when
Emma and I went to Spring Harvest. And I was quite impressed by the boldness of
his preaching. I also was sad when we were last in South Africa to actually miss
him preaching at the church we were connected with through most of our time
there. But we were fortunate that we had DVDs given to us of his presentation,
of his preaching. Sadly, he died some years ago. He was in an aeroplane that was
trying to land, I think at his home in the Bahamas, and it crashed, so sadly
he's no longer with us. But you see, Myles Munroe in his teaching in South
Africa spoke of how God's purposes are to bring us human beings back into the
inheritance that we lost when Adam and Eve first took the forbidden fruit, the
fruit of knowledge of good and evil, contrary to God's instructions, and ate of
it. He said that God's desire is to bring us back to being the true humanity,
the true human beings, that God always intended us to be. If you remember the
story when God made Adam and Eve, well, actually, the story is told before Eve
comes onto the picture, that when God made Adam3, He formed a body out of the
earth, gathered the dust together and made this body which He then presumably
made into flesh, and then breathed His life, breathed His Spirit into this new
Adam. And then Adam was called a living soul, because the Spirit of God had been
breathed into him and gave him life. And that is exactly what we are called on
to be, to be living souls, people alive in body, soul and spirit, not just
simply because we're born, because when we're born we just simply inherit all
the problems that we often call Original Sin. But God's desire is for us to
respond to His love, to the love of Jesus, the man who going, in the fullness of
time, to the Cross, wrought for us our salvation by the defeat of Satan, and
taking our place, so that we might have the inheritance that He can give, of
filling us with Holy Spirit.
3

Genesis 2:7
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So in a sense, we are called on to become living souls, to be like Jesus, a man,
a woman with God in our lives, in the midst of us. I think [Charles] Wesley
summed it up in words4 that he obviously took from the second letter to the
Corinthians5:

Finish, then, thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee.
Changed from glory into glory,
till in Heav’n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, may I encourage you to be living souls, to be
people who are transformed by the indwelling Spirit, to be the new humanity, the
new creation of God's love and blessings, and that He may guide us and lead us
throughout our lives together.
Amen.
[Emma:] Amen. Thanks Rob.

Intercessions
We're now going to turn to our intercessions.
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose years never fail, and whose
mercies are new each returning day, let the radiance of Your Spirit renew
our lives, warming our hearts and giving light to our minds, that we may
pass the coming year in joyful obedience and firm faith, through Him who is
the beginning and the end, Your Son, Christ, our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
At the beginning of this new year, we pray that You will fill Your Church
throughout the world with Your Holy Spirit, mindful that Christians worship
and gather in many different settings and circumstances. We pray that we
would reach out into our communities with love and compassion, and bring
Your light and hope to everyone we meet.

Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
We pray for our diocese, and bishops Christopher and John, for Andrew our
vicar, and for all those who serve in St John's and Knights Meadow,
particularly as they plan the way forward into 2021. We pray for wisdom and
discernment, as they listen to Your voice and lead Your people.

Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Loving God, we pray, move with power in Your world, to make Your
lovingkindness and peace known and honoured in every nation, especially the
United States, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Libya, Somalia and Yemen, to name but
a few. Lord God, Your desire is for the peace of Heaven to be seen on Earth.
Shine Your love in our world, to reveal the waste of conflict, and lead us
to Your peace, both in the nations, and in our hearts.
4
5

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – written in 1747
2 Corinthians 3:18, 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5
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Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
We also pray for the situation with the coronavirus across our world, and
remember especially those who have lost loved ones, and those in hospital.
We remember too, those who've lost their jobs, their businesses, and their
way of life. We remember those who feel anxious about the future, and any
who are struggling with their mental health. Be with them all, we pray, that
they may know the infilling and reassurance of Your loving presence.

Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Almighty God, at this time we lift to You those who are working on the front
line in our medical services, our wonderful NHS staff who are trying so hard
to ensure people who are unwell are well looked after. We ask that You would
give them Your peace and wisdom at this challenging time. May they know Your
presence and have a new zeal for caring well for their patients. We also
pray for the government, and all those involved in making logistical
decisions in order to roll out vaccinations across our country. Lord, give
them wisdom and the skills and resources they need to do this effectively.

Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Thank You, Father, for technology, allowing many students to continue their
education online, for virtual classrooms and technological resources. Thank
You for every teacher and educator adjusting to their new normal. Comfort
them as they miss interacting with their students in person, equip them with
energy and inspiration to come alongside their students in this challenging
time of crisis. Protect their health, Father, both physically and mentally.
Encourage them to use their gifts and talents by new ways to reach students

Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
All-powerful and ever-living God, the lasting health of all who believe in
You, hear us as we seek Your loving help for David Howells, Angie, Iris
Elliot, Chris and Daphne, Sue, Doreen, Barbara, and Geoff and any others
known to us. Restore their health, that they may again offer joyful thanks
in Your church. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Lord of life and death, we bring to remembrance those we love that we see no
longer. Grant us a real and spiritual sense of continuing unity, being bound
together in love in Christ, remembering this evening the life of Michael
Hall and Nick Simpson, and their family and friends. May light perpetual
shine upon all those we hand over into Your tender care.

Lord, in Your mercy,
All hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all Your saints,
we commend ourselves and all people to Your unfailing love.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ
Amen.
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Collect for the First Sunday of Epiphany
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
And gathering all our prayers and praises into one, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray.
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

3rd Hymn: Blessed Be Your Name
So as we come to the end of our service, we just want to say thank-you for
joining us this evening. And I hope there were no technical glitches this
evening as there were the other week, but we're just going to close now. And
after our final hymn, Rob's just going to say a blessing. But we'll say goodbye
and end our service this evening with our final hymn, with Blessed be Your Name.

1. Blessed be Your name
In the land that is plentiful,
Where Your streams of abundance flow,
Blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name
When I'm found in the desert place,
Though I walk through the wilderness,
Blessed be Your name.

2. Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me,
When the world's 'all as it should be',
Blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering,
Though there's pain in the offering,
Blessed be Your name.

Pre-Chorus:
Every blessing You pour out
I'll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord,
Still I will say:

Pre-Chorus

Chorus:
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your name.
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your glorious name.

Chorus
Bridge:
You give and take away,
You give and take away;
My heart will choose to say,
Lord, blessed be Your name.
Repeat Bridge
Chorus
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Blessing
[Rob:]

All

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.

[Rob:]
Bless you all. Good night.
[Emma:]
Good night.

[Transcribed by Hamish Blair with help from https://otter.ai]
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