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Notices

[Felicity Hawke:]

Hi there. Many of you will know Fred and Anne Farrell, who have been members of
this community for a long time, although they haven't been able to come to
church for quite a while now, and we heard during the week that Anne is now
permanently in the Manor, and Fred at the moment, because he can't visit her
under current restrictions, he's decided to move in with her. So they've got a
double room free and he's going to stay with her there for the duration of the
restrictions on visiting. So I thought you'd like to know that and pray for them
as they settle in, I think it's Tuesday he moves in. And I thought that was a
lovely solution to a problem. So, do pray for them.

[Rob Latham:]
[Inaudible notice for those in the church building]

Hymn: All hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

1. All hail the power of Jesus' name! 4. Ye Gentile sinners, ne’er forget
Let angels prostrate fall. (x2) The wormwood and the gall; (x2)
Bring forth the royal diadem, Go spread your trophies at His feet,

Refrain: Refrain

And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him,

C Him Lord of all! 5. Let every kindred, every tribe
rown Him Lord of all!

On this terrestrial ball, (x2)
2. Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, To Him all majesty ascribe,
Who from His altar call; (x2) Refrain
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod,
6. Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall! (x2)
3. Yes seed of Israel's chosen race, Join in the everlasting song,
Ye ransomed from the fall, (x2)

Hail Him who saves you by His grace,

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain




Preparation

[Rob:] [Responses by church congregation]
The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you
All and also with you.

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
All Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.

We have come together in the name of Christ
to offer our praise and thanksgiving,

to hear and receive God's holy word,

to pray for the needs of the world,

and to seek the forgiveness of our sins,

that by the power of the Holy Spirit

we may give ourselves to the service of God.

Confession
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” So let us turn away from
our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Let us keep a moment of quiet as we recall before God all that has grieved His
heart and that we need to confess before Him.

[pause]

All Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

Absolution

May the God of love and power

forgive us and free us from our sins,

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.
All Amen.



Prayer of thanksgiving
Blessed are you, sovereign God,
our light and our salvation;
to you be glory and praise for ever.
You led your people to freedom
by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
May we who walk in the light of your presence
acclaim your Christ, rising victorious,
as he banishes all darkness from our hearts and minds.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

All Blessed be God for ever.

Opening prayer
The day is almost over, and the evening has come;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
SO may your Spirit come down upon us
to set us free to sing your praise
for ever and ever.
All Amen.

Reading: Philippians 4:1-8 [NIv 1984]
[Emma Latham:]

1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should
stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!

2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I
ask you, loyal yoke-fellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the
gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think about
such things.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 [NIVUSA]
[John wild:]
The parable of the wedding banquet

1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who
prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the
banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.

4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited that I have
prepared my dinner: my oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready.
Come to the wedding banquet.”

5 ‘But they paid no attention and went off — one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest
seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and
destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

8 ‘“Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve
to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” 10 So the servants
went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and
the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
wedding clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” The
man was speechless.

13 “Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Song: Come People of the Risen King

1. Come, people of the risen King, 2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun
Who delight to bring Him praise. And those weeping through the night.
Come, all and tune your hearts to sing Come, those who tell of battles won,
To the Morning Star of grace. And those struggling in the fight.
From the shifting shadows of the earth For His perfect love will never change,
We will lift our eyes to Him, And His mercies never cease,

Where steady arms of mercy reach But follow us through all our days
To gather children in. With the certain hope of peace.
Chorus: Chorus

Rejoice! Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice, O Church of Christ,
rejoice!

3. Come, young and old from every land,
Men and women of the faith.
Come, those with full or empty hands,
Find the riches of His grace.
Over all the world, His people sing,
Shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age;
‘Our God is all in all’.

Chorus




Sermon
[Rob Latham:]
Let us pray.

May I speak in the Name of God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Isn't it lovely to be back [in the church building]? I don't know about you, I
certainly had a very interesting time the first time I was invited to speak at
an evening pre-recorded session that I remember recording at home using my
laptop. And I first had to be told that there was a camera facility on the
laptop in the first place. And then the first one passed by reasonably well, I
was ever so pleased. But I have to say recording the second one always seemed to
go on forever and ever and ever. Because every time I made a mistake, it was
delete, record, go back. [sigh]. And not a happy scenario. Until I had the
confidence, I discovered that if I actually recorded the whole lot all together,
it could be sent in one big batch rather than little tiny bits 1like I thought it
had to go. So it's really good to be back because I kind of feel I can get back
to the way I normally do things.

I'd like to tell you about my New Testament lectures at the Queens College in
Birmingham, from 1982 to 1984. I was actually at Queens College until 1985. But
I think it was only the first two years that we actually specifically had New
Testament lectures. And frankly, to be honest, although I'm a great lover of the
Bible, I don't think we got on very well. And I don't think I learned a great
deal. Our lecturer was a lovely guy in many senses, but he got his own hobby
horses and bees in his bonnet. And he seemed to be more keen on describing all
these things to us rather than actually getting down into the nitty gritty and
actually teaching us what the New Testament actually says. But I did learn one
thing. And that was about chiasms. Would anybody here like to venture what they
think a chiasm is? Right? Okay. No, I didn't think that will be the case. So let
me explain. You know when you go on holiday, or maybe a day out, you obviously
go on a route that you kind-of designate as the way to go, and you pass all the
landmarks if it's a familiar place you've been to before, you pass all the
landmarks on the way. And then on the way back, you're doing that in reverse. So
you pass all the landmarks. I remember, for instance, going to Mablethorpe on
the Sunday School outing. And as you go on the way towards Mabelthorpe, the way
we went, which was from a place called Rothley, in Leicestershire, where I was
born, you actually go on the A46 to Lincoln, and about sort of 15 miles away,
you'd see Lincoln because it was a very distinct ridge, with a gap in the
middle. And the gap in the middle is called the Witham gap because below that
flows the river Witham. And there are other landmarks on the journey and then of
course you’d look for it on the way back. Well, that's pretty much what a chiasm
is. A chiasm is a way of writing so that you set out what you want to say to get
to the main point of your argument. And then you say your conclusions in
equivalent styling on the way back to the point where you want to finish. So
you've got a kind of triangle effect, I suppose, but in prose, from what you've
been writing in your letter. It's all designed apparently so that there's a kind
of way of showing what your main point is. And this exciting thing with chiasms
was that you could spot the bits of the argument that actually matched up to
each other on the way into the middle of the book and then on the way out. Is
that kind-of clear? I'm still trying to understand it myself, to be honest. But
that's broadly what a chiasm is.

And the reason why I'm telling you about chiasms is because I think that there’s
something I said, when I was online, in my last sermon or sermon before (last
sermon online!), I talked about, that this really does feel like Paul's swan
song to the world, that he's anticipating at the beginning of his letter to the
Philippians, that he won't be long before he shuffles off his mortal coil. And I
cited various things, particularly that sort of sense in which he talks about,



“I don't really know whether I'd like to go to Heaven and be with the Lord, or
whether I'd like to come and see you. But whatever the Lord pleases, I'm really
happy.” But as you come towards the end of Philippians, as we have it here, as
Emma read for us this evening, you've got that same sort of feel, that there is
this idea that Paul is kind-of signing off. We’ve no idea precisely when he died
in relationship to writing the letter. So he may have had a number of more years
after this and did visit the Philippians in their church. But you kind-of feel
that there are some things which he says like, for instance, here in verse 4,

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything,...

And “finally, brothers, ...” this is another one in verse 8:

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy —
think about such things.

It kind-of just has that feel that Paul is just laying down these encouragements
as one who is departing and leaving for better things, for those who are running
behind, but commending these things to them, is actually encouraging them in a
way that he won't be able to at a future date, and giving them all sorts of
reassurances in that process.

Now, I like to think that that's really very appropriate when we come to what
John’s read for us from the Gospel of Matthew. It's perhaps, hopefully for most
of us, a familiar story. It's a parable in which Jesus sees that there is to be
a great feast. He's preparing a banquet for his son, the king is inviting hosts
and hordes of people to come and gather in his presence to celebrate the wedding
of his son. Of course, we can project that forward to our understanding of
Scripture that at the end of time, there is to be a wedding feast, when the
Lamb, our Lord Jesus Christ, will be married to his bride, a spotless bride, the
restored and complete Church that God has brought into being by his many, many
acts of grace. So immediately, this has for us a connection with end times and
with future hopes. However, in this parable, in this story about the wedding
feast, things are not going exactly as they should. Because just when everything
is ready, just when it's time to gather everybody in, all those invited begin to
be on the crossed-off list. Now it so happens that just a year ago, May last
year, my daughter got married. And hopefully, we’re praying very earnestly that
all will be well for May next year, my son is getting married. So we’re quite
used to having lists of people who have been invited to one and of being invited
to the new one. And only this afternoon we met with my son and his fiancée, and
my daughter and son-in-law were there as well, and we were asking who'd replied
to the invitations, and I'm afraid to say it sounds like my family, my sisters,
are among the missing in terms of people who’ve yet to reply. Well, I'm not
really sure whether in this instance, in this banquet, that we're referring to
in the parable, whether they actually replied, but now the king wants to send
out to fetch all these people that he’d invited and tell them to come in. And
one by one, they're all beings scratched off. “Sorry, no, can do.” “I've got
this to do.” “I've got that to do.” All sorts of other obligations and issues
have arisen, so they actually can't come along, and they give their apologies.
What a to-do! I mean, clearly, this wedding banquet is the wedding banquet above
all wedding banquets. It's - if there's anything you don't want to miss, it's
this particular occasion. I mean, after all, if you were summoned to Buckingham
Palace, an invitation from the Queen, an awful lot would have to stand in your
way, would it not, for you to have to say, “Sorry, Your Majesty. But I can't
make it.” You wouldn't do that, would you? In fact, it'd be the other way
around, you'd be moving Heaven and Earth to be there at Buckingham Palace with
your best bib and tucker. This just wouldn't be done the other way. And that's
when I'm talking to a closet republican somewhere around the scenario. So one by



one, they all say, “No, we're not coming.” Whatever the excuse, clearly it's
regarded as inadequate. And the king? Well, to say he was miffed would be to put
it rather mildly. Hopping mad probably would be more likely. So the instructions
to the servants are, “Well go out into the highways, the byways, into all the
streets and just get any Tom, Dick and Harry to come in, because those who are
invited aren't going to come. And those you are now drawing in will come. And
hordes of people are drawn in. And it’s they who sit down to share this wondrous
feast for the wedding banquet of the son.

It makes us think though, sometimes, we have to be careful about being precisely
sure that we're on the in-crowd, when it comes to being certain we're going to
be in that heavenly home, where we're certain that we are the ones who are going
to sit down the banquet. I remember a long, long while ago when I was working in
social work, one of my fellow-workers, she was like me, a social worker
assistant, so not a proper social worker, she was getting married. And we were
having a conversation. She was somebody I knew from being at school with. So we
were familiar with each other in the sense of being friends before we worked
together. But I made the mistake one time of saying to her, that I’'d got a
number of weddings to go to, indicating that I was rather expecting to be
invited to the wedding. The truth is, I was on the invite 1list. And apparently
her mother did one time suggest to her, “Well, aren't you going to invite Robert
because, you know, he's the very kind you?” She said “No.” She crossed me off
the list simply because I presumed I was going to be there. Tush tush! Black
mark! So I didn't go.

So we just have to be a bit careful, because this is not the expected people.
Probably if you take the parable and try to understand it, the expected people
were the Pharisees, the scribes, the Sadducees and all the people who thought
they were something in Jerusalem or in Judea or in Galilee at the time that
Jesus was giving the story. All of those who thought they could presume on God's
grace and goodness, because of their qualifications, were the ones who were
scratched off the list, and they would not have another chance. So we have to be
careful. But at the same time, we have to admire the grace of God that He
invites, instead, these hordes of people, which are the people who you would not
expect to be there, because they are not, in any sense of their own, holy or
special or... in fact, they’re very much the opposite. They're the people who
are morally inclined to be suspect. You know, the dirty people, the people who
are, you know, perhaps not always focused on the right sort of things. These are
the people who are being drawn in to their heavenly host.

But then, another surprise, there is this guy who comes in and he's amongst all
the guests. And he's not wearing his wedding suit. Well, this seems rather
remarkable that there is this one individual, who, along with all the others
have been surprisingly called in, dragged in out of the streets and byways, who
presumably weren't expecting to be invited in the first place and have been
taken by surprise and brought in, who therefore doesn't have his suit, his best
bib and tucker, on! You think, why is that? Why is he singled out? What is it
that actually is conveyed here by this other person?

I guess, everybody here tonight, and hopefully those who are watching with us
online, have an experience and a knowledge and understanding of the love of God
in their 1lives. They've actually, hopefully, had some sort of encounter with the
living God, with the Lord Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, and is actually
touched and changed then. You cannot possibly have contact in any sort of way
with the God of Heaven, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit,
and not be changed. In actual fact, one way of describing this change 1is
actually that, like, we change our clothing and make ourselves or are (perhaps
to put it better this way) made to be people whose clothes are changed by our
Lord.



One of the things I remember for Eleanor’s wedding was that I had to go to the
suit hire shop, so that I would look exactly like the other main men of the
occasion wearing the blue suits and the pink tie and pink pocket handkerchief so
that I was part of the bridal party. When Tim gets married next year, no doubt
we should be doing exactly the same. You don't go to a wedding, do you, in your
garden clothes? But it's that encounter with the 1living God that actually brings
the change in our hearts. When in times past, when you were baptised, this was
perhaps way back in the Middle Ages, you were stripped naked on one side of the
baptismal pool, you were taken down into the water, you were fully immersed by
the bishop, and when you came out of the water on the other side, you were
clothed in white. It's not so long ago since we used to celebrate something like
that on Whit Sunday, because Whit Sunday was called Whit Sunday because it was
when they wore white to symbolise the clothing of the Holy Spirit. It’s this
encounter with God that brings the people who are invited into the wedding feast
to wear wedding garments, because they are receiving these garments, not because
they make them or put them on themselves, but because you are clothed with power
from on high, you are clothed with a newer raiment, fit for the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Right at the end of the book of Revelation, you're told that the saints of
Heaven have made their clothes righteous by the deeds of the saints and by the
blood of the Lamb. So therefore it is impossible to be in Heaven and at the
Son’s banquet, the King's Son’s banquet and not to be wearing your wedding
clothes. You have to. So when the King comes and spots this interloper, there’s
clearly something that has gone on, that has prevented him being enfolded in the
right robes, the robes of righteousness, for which he should be arrayed. “How
did you manage to get in here?” says the King. See, I think the best way of
understanding it is simply, if we seek to remain untouched by the King, if we
are not changed in the heart of our being, we cannot possibly put on the robes
of righteousness. Because we are called, says Paul in Romans, to be conformed to
the image of the Son, and to wear those robes of righteousness, so that when we
gather at the feast in the Kingdom of Heaven, and celebrate the banquet for that
marriage, that celestial marriage, we shall be adorned as all of those others in
the heavenly realms. Let us pray therefore, that when we have those encounters
with God, day by day in our lives, that we are continually changed. As Paul
writes, in his second letter to the Corinthians! and Charles Wesley picks up in
his great hymn Love Divine All Loves Excelling, that we are changed from one
degree of glory to another, and that we constantly give over ourselves to His
Kingdom, so that his Kingdom and the clothing of righteousness is being built up
and given to us at this moment, and continuing until we are with him.

Amen.

Intercessions

So we're going to have our intercessions now and Felicity will come and share
with us.

[Felicity:]
Let us pray for the church and for the world. And let us thank God for His goodness

Lord, we pray for the worldwide Church at this difficult time: for church
leaders seeking to support their communities and their congregations. We ask
for your blessing and guidance on the Archbishop of Canterbury, our bishops
Christopher and John, for Andrew and all the team that lead us here at

St. John's. Lord, lift them up when they feel tired and encourage them.
Support them when they feel depressed or weighed down with responsibilities
or with sadness.

1 2 Corinthians 3:18, e.g.



All

All

All

All

And Lord, we pray for the Church as it starts to meet again, 1like this in

person. We pray that you will keep all those worshippers who meet together
safe from the virus, and that you will renew a sense of community and love
amongst them.

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for our world, for our bruised and battered world. We pray for all
those impacted by the pandemic, for the countries that are facing economic
ruin or social disruption, for those many people who have been thrown into
extreme poverty, because of a lack of work. We ask that you will guide the
decisions of leaders, that they will truly work for the good of their
people, and not be influenced by political desires or selfish gain.

And Lord, as the impact of climate change also becomes more evident we pray
for commitment from world leaders and from leaders at a more local level,
from all of us, in fact, to find ways to tackle climate change, to work
together, and to really take the take it seriously.

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for our community, for all those people locally who who make
decisions, for the many community groups that are trying to support people
in difficulties. We thank you for that love and generosity that they've
shown over these last few months, for the way that people have all helped
out, looked out for neighbours, done shopping, collected prescriptions,
Lord, so many different things. And we thank You, Lord, that you've touched
their hearts. We pray that it will continue into the future. And we pray for
our own town of Kenilworth, and the surrounding areas, that people will
continue to support each other and that you will be a very real presence in
this town.

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Finally, Lord, we pray for those who that are sick, for those that are
anxious, for those that are feeling lonely or depressed or isolated.

We spend a moment just remembering those known to us who need our prayers at
the moment.

[pause]

We remember today the family of Gill Rose, who died this morning.

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord, as we go into a new week, keep us safe in your love, hear our prayers
and stay with us.

Amen.

Collect for the day (18" Sunday after Trinity)

[Rob:]
We continue in prayer with the collect for the day.
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Almighty and everlasting God,

increase in us your gift of faith

that, forsaking what lies behind

and reaching out to that which is before,

we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now we gather our prayers and praises into one, as our Saviour taught us, so we
pray.

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

Hymn: We Rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender

Before I announce the final hymn, I just want to say that I hope everybody has
enjoyed being back here in church, and everybody else has enjoyed joining us
online. Can I thank those who've been looking after the back of church, to
Michelle, and our helpers who’ve been doing the connections for everybody
online. And just thank everybody for being here. We’re going to sing a more
traditional hymn again now, it's sung to a lovely tune, Finlandia by Sibelius,
We Rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender.

1. We rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender!
We go not forth alone against the foe;
Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy keeping tender,
We rest on Thee, and in Thy Name we go.

2. Yes, in Thy Name, O Captain of salvation!
In Thy dear Name, all other names above;
Jesus our Righteousness, our sure Foundation,
Our Prince of glory and our King of love.

3. We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling,
And needing more each day Thy grace to know:
Yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing,
“We rest on Thee, and in Thy Name we go.”

4. We rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender!
Thine is the battle, Thine shall be the praise;
When passing through the gates of pearly splendour,
Victors, we rest with Thee, through endless days.
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Blessing and the Grace

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.
All Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Can I invite you if you remember the words to join with me in the words of the
Grace:

All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.

Amen.

Thank you and goodnight to everybody. Bless you all.

[Transcribed by Hamish Blair with help from https://otter.ai]
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All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name — Author: Edward Perronet, 1726-92 and John Rippon 1751-1836 (first appeared in
1779) — Public Domain.

Free to download and use within church online services (provided correct licenses are in place) — please visit
www.emw.org.uk/onlinesongs for more information. (or https://www.emw.org.uk/what-we-do/resourcing-publications/
hymns-for-use-in-church-services/ )

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/05/all-hail-the-power-of-jesus-name/

Come, People of the Risen King — Words and Lyrics by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend Copyright ©
2007 Thankyou Music (Adm. by Capitol CMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the

David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com)
Lyrics: https://www.stuarttownend.co.uk/song/come-people-of-the-risen-king/

We Rest on Thee — Author: Edith G. Cherry 1872-1897 (written ca.1895) — Public Domain.
Free to download — as above.

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/we-rest-on-thee/
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